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Bus and coach industry news

Date: 13 November 2006                                     Number: 4417                               Release: Now
Weak October contrasts with robust year to date
· Rolling year total at 11,997, down 3.8 per cent on the same period last year.

· October bus and coach registrations at 772 units, down 22.3 per cent.

· Heavy buses down 27.5 percent October 2006 on October 2005; firmer growth earlier in the year keeps the 10 months to October total 9.5 per cent up on the year before.
'Over the course of the year-to-date heavy bus and coach registrations have beaten industry expectations' said Christopher Macgowan, SMMT chief executive.   'October saw a change in emphasis and softer demand may be show in months ahead.   Registration volumes were very firm at this point in 2005 and there is some caution over the immediate durability of the strength of demand set over the March to September period.   Mini bus figures have fallen after a brief and modest revival.   In most other market sectors trends are now more variable, with the firmer growth generally evident from March apparently waning.'
October’s rolling year total for bus and coach registrations was 11,997 units.   This statistic has been on a weaker trend since May’s 13,305.   Within this overall figures for the heavier coaches and buses remained good until October.   Some further uncertainty and softening is possible for the heavier buses and coaches and other sectors of the market, most notably minibuses.
After a generally good start to the year across nearly all sectors of the new bus and coach market registrations trends have diverged over the second half of the year.   After June the growth momentum rapidly unwound in the mini buses and 3.5 to 8.5t gvw sectors.   This seems to be continuing.   Growth trends appear to be holding more firmly in the 8.5 to 13t gvw and 13t to 16t gvw sectors.   Until most recently this was also the case for vehicles over 16t gvw, despite the characteristic monthly variations in year-on-year growth rates.   October may have introduced a more restrained tone to demand conditions that could continue in the closing months of the year as some of the boost to demand from regulatory distortions in 2006 unwinds and current operator demands may not match the firmer levels set late in 2005.
The following table and charts give more details of annual trends by gross vehicle weight.

If you have any questions, please call Robin Dickeson on +44(0)2 073 449 222

Mobile +44 (0)7 974 435 641    E-mail:   rdickeson@smmt.co.uk

October 2006 bus and coach registration data
	New bus and coach registrations in the United Kingdom – 2006

	
	October
	% change*
	YTD 2006
	% change*
	Rolling year

at October  2006

	Total buses and coaches
	772
	- 22.3%
	10,078
	- 4.7%
	11,997

	Buses above 8.5t
	250
	27.5%
	2,585
	9.5%
	3,113

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Single-deck buses:
	
	
	
	
	

	minibuses to 3.5t
	285
	- 29.5%
	4,158
	- 7.0%
	5,074

	3.5 – 8.5t
	194
	- 1.0%
	2,340
	- 15.4%
	2,681

	8.5 – 16t
	141
	69.9%
	1,111
	16.6%
	1,293

	16t +
	52
	- 54.0%
	702
	8.2%
	864

	Single-deck buses total
	672
	- 15.6%
	8,311
	- 6.0%
	9,912

	16t + double-deck buses
	57
	- 61.7%
	772
	1.8%
	956

	All buses
	729
	- 22.9%
	9,083
	- 5.3%
	10,868

	All coaches
	43
	- 10.4%
	995
	1.2%
	1,129

	Coaches 3.5 – 16t
	8
	- 20.0%
	139
	- 35.6%
	169

	Coaches 16t+
	35
	- 7.9%
	856
	11.6%
	960


The statistics in the above table are based on all vehicles registered in the UK with a bus and coach body.   The data covers all vehicles, from minibuses to double-deck buses and coaches.

Notes

Source: SMMT MVRIS Reports (NR3-BC)
*NB: Percentage changes are on the same period a year before
YTD: Year-to-date

Key annual trends in the UK bus and coach new registration markets

Annual trends – calendar year totals for 2003 to 2005 and 

12 month moving totals for months from December 2002 to date
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SDBuses>8.5t

DDBuses>16t


[image: image3.wmf]Buses 3.5t to 8.5t gvw

1000

1500

2000

2500

3000

3500

D

0

2

M

J

S

D

0

3

M

J

S

D

0

4

M

J

S

D

0

5

M

J

S

D

0

6


SDBuses: Single-deck buses

DDBuses: Double-deck buses

Analysis based on SMMT’s MVRIS – 

Bus and coach report NR3B&C
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